36                                CONCLUSION
We must see from what that ease and flexibility, which became
his characteristics, gradually emerged: we must watch him in his
most careless mood, and we must observe how his genius has
preserved a living interest for pamphlets of which the occasion
is forgotten and uncared for. In the introductory prefaces, it is
hoped that enough information is given to place the student in
possession of the outlines of the subject of which each work
treats, and the circumstances in which it was composed. In the
notes, it has been my aim to supply some of that necessary com-
mentary which has scarcely yet been attempted in any edition of
Swift. The absence of such a commentary has certainly marred
the common appreciation of his genius. Men have learned a
few typical phrases from his works; they have been attracted
by the more obvious bursts of satire; they have singled out the
passages which appeal to all time. But they have failed to
follow the course of the satire line by line ; to trace its move-
ment and advance ; and to identify the special reference, to
some now-forgotten incident, which gives to it appropriateness
and force. So far as the specimens here given are concerned, I
have sought to make their more careful reading possible to the
student who may not have time or opportunity to trace such
allusions for himself.
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